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SMASHING BLOW
AGAINDELIVERED
AGAINST HUNS
French Advance on 2l/i-Mile

Front Between Mont-
didier and Oise.

SUCCESS SWIFTLY FOLLOWS
THAT ON MARNE FRONT

New 'Advance Further Protects Important
Railway Junction.British in Raiding
Operations.Guns Busy on U. S. Sector,

By tfc« Associated Prera.

French troops hit the German lines a smashing blow early
this morning in the area almost directly north of Paris where the
Germans were stopped after five days of fighting in their thrust
toward the capital in the last and least successful of all their 1918
offensives, about a month ago.

The attack was delivered along a 2j4-mile front and at some

points Gen. Petain's troops pushed into the enemy positions for
the distance of a mile. Two farms were captured and a counter
attack which was delivered against one of them was repulsed.
Some 450 prisoners were taken. The area chosen for the blow
was just south of the Matz river region, northwest of the Com-
piegne forest, on the front between Montdidier and the Oise.

The new advance will serve still further to protect the im¬
portant railway junction of Estrees-St. Denis, which lies seven

tniles southwest of Antheuil.
Farther to the southeast along the Iinr the French continued

to develop their success of yesterday, gaining additional ground
on the Marne front, east of the Retz forest, by forcing the Ger¬
mans back further in the vicinity of the Qhavigny farm.

On the British front there were only raiding operations. The
{Germans, however, apparently «re contemplating a further effort

' to regain the positions recently taken by the Australians with
American assistance in the Amiens area south of the Somme.
The German guns last night were actively bombarding the British
lines in this region.

The French war office reports considerable artillery activity
to the west and north of Chateau Thierry on the Marne front;
It is in this sector that the Americans on this front are holding
several miles of the line. /

French Blows Fall
Between Montdidier

and the River Oise
By the Associated Press.
PARTS, July 9..French troops early

this morning attacked the German
lines in a front of about two and one-

half miles west of Antheuil, on the
front between Montdidier and the
Oise, penetrating the enemy posi¬
tions and realizing an advance of a

mile at certain points, the war office
announced today.

Germans Are Bepulsed.
A German counter attack upon the

French lines at the Loges farm. In the
area of this advance, was repulsed, the
French entirely maintaining their
gains. Prisoners were taken to the
number of 450, including fourteen offi¬
cers.

In the Longpont region, east of the
Rets forest, the French increased
their gains of yesterday and took ad¬
ditional prisoners.
The statement reads:
"Between Montdidier and the River

Oise the French, at 6:30 o'clock this
morning, carried out a local operation
west of Antheuil, on a front of four
kilometers. The French troops, sup¬
ported by tanks, penetrated the Ger¬
man lines, captured Ferine Porte and
the Ferme des Loges, and realized an
advance of 1,800 meters at certain
points.

450 Prisoners Taken.
"A counter attack at the Ferme des

Loges was repulsed, the French main¬
taining all their gains. Prisoners
taken to the number of 450, Including
fourteen officers.
"South of the Alsne the artillery

duel continued active throughout the
night In the vicinity of Chavlgny
farm. The French Increased their ad¬
vance at this point, taking twenty
prisoners, including one officer.
"The artillery of both sides was ac¬

tive west and north of Chateau Thier¬
ry, notably in the vicinity of Hill 204.
"Patrols took prisoners in the Cham¬

pagne, in the sector of Marquises and
in the direction of Choualn.
"There was nothing to report on the

remainder of the front."

Yesterday's Advance.
PARIS, July 8..In an attack today

northwest of Longpont French troops
advanced about two-thirds of a mile
along a front of nearly two miles, oc¬

cupying important positions and cap¬
turing 347 prisoners, according to the
war office announcement tonight.
The text of the statement reads:
"South of the Aisne our troops this

morning attacked enemy positions in
the outskirts of Retz forest, in the
region northwest of Longpont. On a
front of about three kilometers we
advanced 1,200 meters, occupying
Chavlgny farm and the ridges north
and south of that farm. The unwound-
ed prisoners counted up to the present
Dumber 847, including four officers.
"Aviation: On July 6 and 7 fourteen

enemy airplanes were brought down
or put out of action and two captive
balloons were set afire. Our bombing
maehlncs dropped twenty-eight tons
of projectiles in the course of their
expeditions at night in the neighbor-

(0w.U.aU wTkntfc frw.)

Foe Shows No Signs/
of Imminent 0rive;

German Fliers Timid
By the Anocisted Pats.
¦WITH THE' FRENCH ABUT IN

FRANCE. 4n1y 8..Wherever the bat¬
tle front, has been closely viewed no
signs of an imminent Germail move¬
ment were discoverable.
Enemy aviators appear particularly

shy, often entire days passing without
any German flights being observed
over the front lines. The boeha air¬
men probably are far in the rear prac¬
ticing for future events.

Local Operations Prevail.
Almost a month ha* elapsed since

the cessation of the battle south of
MonMldler, and no really serious
operation has been fought on any
part of the line In the Interval.
Numerous raids and local actions of a
most Interesting: character, however,
have been executed by the allied
troops. These have given the French,
Americans and' British opportunitiesto display the keenness of thslr fight¬ing spirit, which the enemy believed[broken, and also has enabled them to
capture large batches of prisoners, atthe same time Improving their posi¬tions with a view to another Gormanoffensive.
The Americans' share In these af-fairs between the Marne and theOuroq rivers, and also on the Britishfront, baa been outstandingly brilliant,llant.

Shock TTnlta Reconstructed.
The correspondent conversed with

a number of ~> captives at various
points, and gleaned from their asser¬
tions that they regarded the dlvlalons
to which they were attached as mere¬
ly units for holding the position*while the shock divisions were taken
to the rear for reconstltutlon after thelast severe assaults and for specialInstruction.
The tone In which the prisonersspoke Indicated some ressntmsnt at

the German system of choosing the
best men from the various units to
form the shock divisions, thus reduc¬
ing the other units to a secondaryclass whose onerous work of holdingthe line and maintaining the positions*while exceedingly costly, brought no
glory.

No Hist aa to Coming* Blow.
Prisoners from these divisions are

unable to give a hint where the fresh
onslaught is to be delivered, as they
bad been cut off almost entirely from
communications In the rear. There
appears to bs no donbt that the enemyIs greatly troubled by the ever-In¬
creasing columns of American troops,whoss training ths Osrman has al¬
ready learned to respect during the
courss of rscsnt engagements.
The arrival of the Americans may

even force the enemy to hasten the re¬
newal of the offensive, which, accord¬
ing to his previous procedure this
year, should occur about five weeks
after the preceding assault. June 12
was the day of the latest German ac¬
tion north of the Olse.

Surprise Lees Effective.
Ths entire German front has bssat

prepared sines last winter for as pos¬sibility of ths gaosral staff deciding
u extouts aa sMsult at any point.(flootlaW^^ih

Confirms Mirbach Assassina¬
tion and Tells of Moscow

Street Fighting.

U. S. TROOPS MAY HELP
PROTECT A COMMISSION

Program Expected to Be Compro-
miie Between Views of America

and the Allies.

A message from Ambassador Fran-
cis at Vologda, dated July 7, received
at the. State Department today,
brought the first word received from
him since June 24. and confirmed the
report of the assassination of Count
von Mirbach, German ambassador to

Moscow.
In diplomatic circles here it Is free¬

ly predicted that Germany will make
use of the assassination to further
tighten her military hold upon Rus¬
sia, and there are Intimations that
she may send a force to Moscow.

Views of Diplomats Conflict.
Some representatives of foreign na¬

tions here still believe that the eastern
front has been virtually depleted of Ger¬
man troops, while others believe that
reports emanating from Germany that
troops formerly engaged in Russia had
been sent to France were only P3"1*
true, and that Germany has held a con
siderable force ready to strike at Rus
sla and attain her own ends there when
an occasion arose.

_
_QVReports that the President may

address Congress shortly, explaining
the United States' attitude toward
Sussia In view of recent events, could
not be confirmed today. It is probable
that only the Presldent knowa in
what way he intends making the ex¬
pected announcement, and he may_n°*yet have made up his mind. One or
the element* in the situation for ^hlch
he may havo waited Is the official
confirmation of the assassination of
Count von Mirbach. which was re¬
ceived today.

Compromise Thought Likely.
There is only speculation about the

Intent of this government, pendingofficial announcement of the policy
determined upon. But it is widely be¬
lieved that the action of the allies, in¬
cluding the United States, wlU bs ln
the nature of a ownpromlse between
the French and British dealTe Im >
military expedition and the originalplan favored by the administration
here for a commission whleh would
render «rtuy economic and industrial
assistance to Russia.

4Ityfs expected that the plan to beannounced by the President* and
sfrreed upon by the allied powers,
contemplates an allied, Instead of an
all-Amerlcan commission, upon which
the United States will be represented
by men of high ability and interna¬
tional note, to be backed up by a
Joint military guard whl<!h will pro¬
tect It against the pro-German ele¬
ments In Russia and wYiich later may
aocord duly constituted Russian gov¬
ernment agencies allied protection.

Fighting in Moscow Streets.
According to the dispatch received

at the State Department today the
killing of the German ambassador to
Russia occurred at 3 p.m. July 6, and
latest reports reaching the ambassa¬
dor said fighting was progressing in
the streets of Moscow. Wireless mes¬
sages to the soviet government told of
the capture of several prominent bol-
shevlkl officials by revolutionists and
of the arrest of revolutionary leaders
by bolshevik! forces.
Similar information reached the de¬

partment from the Associated Press
representative at Vologda, who said
there was street fighting both at
Moscow and Jaroslav.
The messages of both Ambassador

Francis and the Associated Press cor¬
respondent were sent to the American
consul at Archangel and there re¬layed. They brought relief to officials,
who feared the Germans had suc¬
ceeded In completely cutting off the
ambassador's communication with the
outside world.
President Wilson has been confer¬

ring at length with Lord Reading, the
British ambassador, regarding the
Russian policy. Nothing has been
given out In Washington regarding
the attitude of Japan on the plansunder consideration.

Aid to Opponents of Germany.
Furnishing of aid to elements In

Russia or Siberia opposed to Germanythrough the taking of aotlon at Kola
on the Aratio ocean or at Viadeiovo-
stok Is a plan which Is refgarded as
the most feasible in the opinion of
observers not conversant with the
plan believed to have been actuallydecldoa upon by th« government.Military experts, however, continue
to hold that the dissipation of
strength through the landing of largemilitary forces at either of the two
points would be a mistake," as Ger¬
many must first be given a decisivedefeat on the western front.

SECRETARY BAKER MOVES
TO END WEAVERS' STRIKE
X^LWRBNCB. Mass, July Secre¬

tary Of War Baker. In a message to¬
day to William M. Wood, president of
the American Woolen Company, said
he had asked Henry B. Endicott, ex¬
ecutive manager of the state commit¬
tee on public safety, to try to settle
the strike of 1,600 weavers In three

m,^imhgre*atl3^' concerned at loss of
production through the walkout of
weavers," Mr. Baker said, "and have
telegraphed Mr. Endicott, asking his
good offices to adjust the contro-
* Irfappealing yesterday to the WarDepartment to take charge of the slt-uaSonMr. Wood said the mills wererf-winir cloth for the Army and that
production had been cut down 50,000S«rS« dally by striking weavers, who
demanded a wage increase of 55 per
cent

XT. 8. Show* Courtesy to Argentina.
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, Monday.

july 8..An American warship ar¬
rived here today for a visit of cour¬
tesy to Argentina in connection with
the anniversary of the Argentinian
indenendcnce day, wlilch occurs to-
morrowVlce Admiral William B Ca-SJrton. O. S N. will arrive from ChileISSSSoS to take part In the oele-

/
ANOTHER EXPLANATION.

LUNCH CHARGES
ARETOBEPftOBED

Fair Price List for Food Of¬
fered Likely to

Follow.

MANY MAKE COMPLAINT

Regulation of food prices in public
eating places in Washington is being
planned by the District Food Adminis¬
tration. The question of patting into
effect a fair price list, such as is pub¬
lished weekly for the retail trade, was

discussed at a meeting yesterday of
the lunchroom committee of the local
administration.
Because of continued protests from

the public of "Washington against
steadily increasing prices charged in
the lunchrooms^ the District food ad¬
ministrator decided that some action
should be taken quickly to remedy, if
possible, a condition which, he con¬

tends, is in most cases unwarranted.

To Prepare "Fair'' list.
It was the opinion of those at yes¬

terday's meeting* that a thorough In¬
vestigation into existing conditions
should be made and that a subcom¬
mittee be designated to prepare a fair
price list to be observed by the public
eating places. The so-called "stand¬
ard" or "staple" lunchroom articles
will be dealt with at first, such as

coffee, milk, pies and sandwiches and
what lunchroom men refer to as
"combination orders."
That the local administration had Its

eye upon the lunchroom prices was
brought to light last week, when two
lunchroom proprietors were given a
hearing before the administrator to
answer charges of profiteering. It is
understood the explanations were not
wholly satisfactory to the administrator
and that a decision In the cases is held
pending further Investigation.

Many Complaints Daily.
Numerous complaints are being re¬

ceived daily by the food administration
about the prices charged in Washington
for potatoes. Since the local adminis¬
trator removed potatoes from the
weekly fair price list the dealers are
said to have boosted prices to from
75 cents a peck to $1.25. The price two
weeks ago was 60 cents.
Protests against ice dealers refusing

to sell householders who insist on
weighing Ice, continue to find their way
to the food administrator. According to
these complaints it appears that the ice
dealers resent having ice weighed by
their customers. However, the com¬
plaints have been referred to the ice
committee and in each case the accused
dealers will be instructed to discontinue
such practices.

ONE KILLED;'THREE HURT
IN MOTOR CAR CRASH

One man was killed and three
others were Injured this afternoon,
when an automobile In which they
were riding collided with two ma¬

chines on the Baltimore-Washington
pike near College Park, lid. The
dead man was Lloyd W. Cole. 318 C
street northwest. The Injured are:

William McMahon, 119 D street north¬
west: Albert Frlsiell, New Cut road,
and Wllmot Bradley, whose address
was not learned. The dead and in«
jured were brought to Casualty Hos¬
pital.
Witnesses of the accident stated that

Cole and his party were en route from
Baltimore and were on the wrong side
of the road, when two automobiles
running In the direction of Baltimore
collided with Cole's oar.
The impact of the collision, it was

said, threw the men several hundred
yards. All of the machines were dami
aged
The Injured men are said to have re¬

ceived outs about the head and face.

TYPHOON DEVASTATES
THE ISLAND OF GUAM

The Island of Guam was devastated
by a typhoon July ». Capt. Roy Smith
governor of the Island and command¬
ant of the naval station, reported to¬
day to the Navy Department.
Capt. Smith said half the Inhabi¬

tants are destitute, crops have been
destroyed and much material damage
done.
Steps have been taken to feed the

,«estltut*^'
ffriaiar" ." "

DISTRICT GUARD TROOPS
LAND SAFE IN EUROPE

"Word was received here today of
the safe .arrival on "the other side" of
the District National-Guard troops
that completed their training at
Camp McClellan, Anniston, Ala., com¬

manded by Maj. Gen. Charles B. Mor¬
ton.
The District representation In that

division consists of a squadron of
cavalry, commanded by Maj. Leroy
Herron, and now organized into field
artillery; two batteries of field artil¬
lery, commanded by Capts. Louis A.
Vogt and G. A. Bonnett; Company B,
Signal Corps, commanded by Capt. O.
C. Terry. Maj. Harry Coope, formerly
with the District National Guard, has
been appointed an assistant adjutant
general. Capts. James A. Watson, John
W. ThorapApn, Langdon Moore and Mur¬
ray Cobb are with the troops that have
just arrived at an unnamed port in Eu¬
rope.

ALLIES IN ALBANIA
SCORE FURTHER GAINS

British Monitor* Aiiist.Vienna
Admits Eeverses.Italians

Capture 1,300.

Bt the Associated Press.
ROME, July 9..The allied offensive

in Albania Is continuing, the war of¬
fice announced today. New progress
has been made along the left wing,
on the Adriatic ooast, the land forces
being assisted by British monitors.
Thei Italian Infantry captured the

town of Fieri and took important
heights. More than 1,300 prisoners were
taken in the advance.
VIENNA, July 9, via London..The

entente pressure against the Austrian
lines lji Albania is being continued by
forces advancing across the River Voy-
usa, according to today's war office an¬
nouncement A gain of ground by the
French along the upper Devoli is re¬

ported. Fighting also is taking place
in the interior southwest of Berat.
VIENNA, July 8, via London..Ital¬

ian forces In Albania, the war office
announces, attacked the Austro-Hun-
garian forces yesterday on the middle
and lower Voyusa river. The Austrian
advanced posts were withdrawn to
their main positions.
PARIS, July 8..An official state¬

ment reads: "Eastern thwiter, July 7:
There was artillery activity on the
Doiran-Struma front. Patrol encoun¬
ters took place on the front of the
Serbian army and the Monastlr sector.
In Albania our troops have main¬
tained the positions occupied yesterday
on Bolnla crest; they repulsed a vio¬
lent counter attack during the night."

FEVER NOW RAMPANT
IN THE GERMAN ARMY

By the Associated Press.
WtTH THE BRITISH ARMY IN

FRANCE, July 8..An unposted letter
found in the pocket of a man captured
July 4 read:
"I feel so ill that I should like to re¬

port sick. Fever Is rampant among
us, and already a whole lot of men
are In the hospital. Every day more
go In. As I have not yet had leave
and am expecting to go any day, I
shall not report sick yet, anyway."
This particular letter, of course, re¬

fers to the prisoner's own sector and
not to the whole German front, of
which he would know little. The new
fever is said to strike down the men
so quickly that they drop in their
tracks while on duty. They have high!
fever for two or three days and arei
usually laid up for at least six days
in the hospital. I

FLOODS IN GERMANY
CAUSE HEAVY DAMAGE

AMSTERDAM, July 8..Berlin dis¬
patches today reported that severe
floods followed a sudden, heavy
rainfall in many parts of Germany.
Serious damage to crops and loss of
property are reported from several
districts. A telegram from Salxburg
states that the main roads there are
under water, but that traffic is be¬
ing maintained by.means of boats.
A bridge over the River Salsach has
been carried away. A large amount
of timber has been lost at Hallein.
Heavy damage to crops is reported
in the Lake Traum district and the

dama^ejto^as^eeially serious around

-»»J- s ft, .rl
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HUNDRED LIVES
BELIEVED LOST

Head-On Collision of Trains
Near Nashville Early

This Morning.

DEAD MOSTLY COLORED

By the Associated Press.
NASHVILLE, Tenn., July 9.One

hundred persons are believed to have
lost their lives in a head-on collision
early today between two passenger
trains on the Nashville, Chattanooga
and St. Louis railway, seven miles west
of Nashville. Less than one-fourth of
the number were white.
Nashville hospitals are crowded with

the injured, who number more than
eighty.
As both train crews were killed, the

cause of the collision probably never

will be known. One of the trains is
said to have disregarded the prear¬
ranged meeting place.

Only 110 Accounted For.
Two hundred negroes were on the

Memphis train coming here to work
at the powder plant. Only 110 of
these had been accounted for at 11
o'clock. The smoker of No. 4 was
telescoped by the baggage car of No.
1. Four white men were caught be¬
tween, the walls and their legs
crushed. They were visible from the
outside. Whisky was handed through
to them and they were finally got¬
ten out.
The railroad rushed relief trains to the

scene of the wreck and in a short time
hundreds of men were working like
trojans to rescue the victims. Auto¬
mobiles by the hundreds sped to the
scene and those who escaped unhurt
in the wreck also assisted in the relief
'work.

Mrs. John W. Thomas, widow of
John W. Thomas, president of the!
Nashville, Chattanooga and St. Louis
railway, arrived on the scene as soon
as news of the wreck reached her. She
brought bandages and worked heroi¬
cally with the injured. Many girls as¬
sisted her In the work.
The two trains came together with

an impact heard throughout that end
of the city. Both engines, three bag¬
gage cars and six passenger coaches
were demolished. Fire starting from
the engine boilers consumed two
coaches.

Engineers and Firemen Silled.
Engineer "William F. Lloyd and Fire¬

man Tom Kelly of No. 4, "both of Nash¬
ville, were killed. Engineer Dave C.
Kennedy and Fireman Luther L Mea¬
dows of No. 1, both also of Nashville,
were killed. Kennedy had been In the
road's service thirty-five years.
Lieut. J. D. Andrews, jr., of the

United States Engineering Corps and
son of a prominent Nashville real estate
dealer, was among the first to escapefrom the wreckage and begin the work
of assisting those pinned in the shat¬
tered cars.

Lieut. Don Long of the United
States aviation service, son of Lieut.
B. N. Loag of the Nashville police
force, was among the seriously in¬
jured, hfclng caught between two car
seats and hi® body badly crushed. For
more than two hours he was thus im¬
prisoned with three dead men piled
across his hip.
In the two coaches and two sleeper*of train No. 1 that remained on the

track all the passengers escaped in¬
jury except that two ladles in one of
the sleepers were badly shaken up.Among the white passengers injured
are:
A. C. Musser, Octavla, Pa., cut on

face, scalp wound.
R. A. Davis, Hickman. Ky., Internalinjuries, head lacerated.
Lieut. Don Long, Nashville, aviation

corps, body crushed.
At the city hospital are 38 ipjured

negroes, 28 being from Memphis. At
another hospital are four negroes se-
rlously Injured and seventeen with
minor injuries. Twenty-two white and
negro persons are at St. Thomas' Hos¬
pital, mostly seriously Injured.

LIEUT. R. E. LEE, U. S. A.,
HONORED FOR BRAVERY

y CHICAGO, July B..Lieut. Robert E.
Lee, * grandson of the famous Con¬
federate general, has been cited for
the crolx de guerre, according to a
letter Just received from him by his
wife.
It la assumed that the citation was

for aa exploit several weeks ag-o, in
which the lieutenant and his com-
naay captured a machine gun, the
Untenant being wounded.

Means to flemove Cause of
International Friction Fol¬

lowing Present War.

EARLY ACTION ADVOCATED

BY DAVID LAWRENCE.
(Copyright, 1918, by the New York Evening

Post Company.)

People have come to believe that the
world will be spared another war of
the magnitude and intensity of the
present conflict by removing the fun¬
damental causes of international fric¬
tion and a rigid enforcement there¬
after of the decrees and mandates of
a league of nations. Every statesman
of note in both sets of belligerents has
indorsed the scheme in principle.
There is more than passing inter¬

est therefore in the discussion which
is taking root in Washington and
which has already been given seri¬
ous consideration in Great Britain,
France and Italy of putting into ef¬
fect at once a league of nations,
starting with those nations now com¬
bined against the central powers.
Experience with the two Hague

conferences and the London
conference emphasizes that when
there is no compulsion based upon
ooncrete difficulties international
meetings have struggled vainly witn
academic abstractions. Acceptance or
rejection of formulas and proposals
has been based upon political amii-
ations and alliances.

To Avoid Perennial Debate.
Should the present war end with¬

out a definite settlement in advance
of the principles that are to govern
the league or nations the chances of
repeated postponements and perennial
debate without really setting up an
organization to prevent war is in

keeping with the way nations hither¬
to have let matters of this kind drift
because war was not immediately in
the background to force decisions and
agreements.
But irrespective of the advantages

after the war of having a definite un¬
derstanding on such things as mili¬
tary and naval disarmament and the
removal of economic barriers so that
each nation may know what domestic
policy to pursue with reference to all
those questions, the value of a part¬
nership by the entente to which neu¬
tral nations can be admitted is
obvious.
If the peoples of the central powers.

including the oppressed peoples
clamoring for national recognition.
were to see the alternatives which a
league of nations held out to them
thev would have many more reacoos
to oust the present militaristic regimes
than the vague speeches of entente
statesmen.

Openly Favor Immediate Action.
Lord Curzon and Viscount Bryce in

Great Britain and Bourgeouis in France
have come out openly in favor of im-
mediate organization of a league of na-
tions, or at least such a start on theproject as can be made during the war.
It is argued, for Instance, that when the
time for a peace conference does arrive
there will be so much discussion of ter¬
ritorial readjustments and access to raw
materials as to make secondary the
formation of a league to enforce the de¬
crees of the peace conference. The nat¬
ural tendency on the part of many will
be to suggest that these questions be
deferred and worked out later. Which
may mean that they never will be work¬
ed out, for once a treaty of peace or
armistice is signed the chances of forc¬
ing any radical changes in the disor¬
ganized state in which international so¬
ciety found itself at the outbreak of the
war may become very remote.

Time to Consider Fundamentals.
There is plenty of time for the

careful consideration of the funda¬
mentals that must be embodied in a
league to insure peace.plenty of
time because none of our officials
here, for instance, forecasts tie end¬
ing of the war before another year,and most of them are confident it
will go much beyond that. Many of
our foremost citizens.men like Elihu
Root and William H. Taft of the re¬
publican party, who have given much
thought to an after-the-war organi¬
zation of nations.are available for
the project, as are persons in the
President's party like Secretary Lans¬
ing, Louis D. Brandeis and some of
the older diplomats who have return¬
ed to this country but who have a
background of European experience
which would be valuable in studying
the question at issue.
Such word as has come from Eu¬

rope indicates that American leader¬
ship would be welcomed. President
Wilson stands high in the regard of
European peoples. From every side
comes word that no American has
ever been held in such high esteem
and that radicals as well as conserv¬
atives are depending upon the Presi¬
dent's ideas in the unification of the
entente "program when the time comes
to talk terms.

President a Principal Factor.
The President is today considered

one of the principal factors in the
cohesion of the entente cause. He
has'brought out clearly the principles
for which* the war is being fought and
secured their indorsement by the
allies. It is admitted that the plan
to organize at once a league of na¬
tions, omitting, of course, the central
powers, would succeed or fail accord¬
ing to the strength of the leadership
of the movement, and invariably it is
faith in President Wilson's ability *o
put through the proposal which lies
back in the minds of those who are
now advancing it.
From such a league or nations, or¬

ganized at once, would come collat¬
eral advantages. For the allies them¬
selves have never gotten together on
the things they would insist upon at
the peace conference, and many a
time it has been feared that dis¬
agreements would really occur when
the entente group sat down to formu¬
late its own program. The formation
of a league which would be in exist¬
ence when the peace confidence ar¬
rived would mean adherence to set
principles the application of which
to every problem would make easy
the solution of questions that might
under other circumstances work out
in iust the reverse fashion.insist¬
ence on a principle derived from the
selfish ends sought at the moment.

No Definite Opinion by IT. 8.
It cannot be said that the govern¬

ment here has ever expressed to iU
co-belligerents abroad a definite opin¬
ion on whether the league of nations
should be created at onae or deferred,
but the subject hss from time to time
been discussed betweea them. Fre-
auently it has been objacted that the
occasion was not opportune and that
the move might be misttontstrued. but
here again faith in the Presidents
statesmanship la the so-e answer that
can be given to that apyehenaion. As
America's war preparg'ons pontine#

^Cpntinued on NinOTB^aj^

HEAD OF WESTERN

OF(MM
President Carlton Testifies
on Pending Legislation Be- -

fore Senate Committee.

GOVERNMENT CONTROL
DIFFICULTIES STATED

Resents 'Outside Influences' as Pre*
venting Company From Coping

With Labor Difficulties.

The Senate faction demanding in-
vestigation of the House resolution
authorizing the President to take over

telegraph, telephone, cable and radio
lines won a partial victory today when

|the Senate interstate commerce com¬
mittee heard testimony behind cloee4
doors on the telegraph situation from
President Carlton of the Wester*
Union Telegraph Confpany.
After nearly three hours* exaraina-

tlon of President Carlton the commit-
tee adjourned until 3 o'clock for an

executive session to consider imnaedi-
ately reporting: the resolution to the
Senate Chairman Smith stated that
no more hearings were planned.
The examination of Mr. Carlton, it

was said, was not prearranged. Chair-
man Smith of the committee said the
Western Union head happened to be In
Washington and was given a hearing.
President Carlton took the position

that advisability of the pending legisla¬
tion was doubtful. According to mem¬
bers, he did not vigorously protest
against enactment of the House resolu¬
tion. but pointed out difficulties attend-
"ing government operation. Some of the
members said they gathered that the
corporation head regarded government
control as unnecessary jmd that if out-
side Influences are suppressed the com-
pany can successfully cope with labor
difficulties.
The Western Union's capitalisation,

bonded debt, physical valuation and
other statistics were presented to the
committee by President Carlton. Q,e
was said to have insisted that If the
government takes over the company's
lines ample provision should be made
for protection of stockholders' inter-

j ests. s

Threatened Strike Discnsped.
The strike called by President

j Konenkamp of a telegraphers' labor
organisation was discussed at length

! by committee members with President

j Carlton. The latter stated that of
60,000 Western Union operators only

I fifty-six men belonged to the organi-
xation headed by Mr. Konenkamp.
The Western Union. Mr. Carlton

emphasized, is not opposed to forma-
tlon of unions among its employes. H;e
said such organizations now exist and
the company had co-operated with the
organizations of its own men. but re-
sented what he termed "outside Inter¬
ference."
Mr. Carlton also was said to have

expressed the opinion that If the strike
order made by Mr. Konenkamp and
recalled had been put to the test a
vast majority of the Western Union
operators would have remained at their
keys.
The relation of the Western Unlor

to cable service also was investigated
by the committee.

4 Senator Smith of Georgia, author
of the resolution proposing to dis¬
charge the Senate committee from
further investigation, said today that
he was disposed to withhold action on*
his resolution for a few days, but
would call it up in the Senate late

I this week if the committee should
adopt the proposed plan for lengthy
headings.
After a meeting of the committee

on interstate commerce yesterday
afternoon, lasting a little over an
hour, a motion offered by Senator
Lewis to report the bill immediately
without recommendation to the Sen¬
ate and let that body thresh it out
was carried, i to 3.
A few minutes later Senator Smith

of South Carolina, chairman of the
committee, reported the bill to the
Senate. A storm of protest against

j the action of the committee came

"j from both democrats hnd republicans.
Senator Reed of Missquri and Sena-
tors Penrose of Pennsylvania and
Smoot of Utah severely arraigned the
committee, and following them Sena¬
tor Pomerene of Ohio, a democratio
member of the committee, declared it
his belief that hearings should bo
given by the committee and the facts
in regard to the necessity of the pa»>
sage of the wire"\ resolution should Kf
made clear.
Finally, Senator Penrose made a

point of order that the bill had been
reported to the Senate by less ti.^
a majority of the working quorum of
the committee, in violation of the
rules of the committee, the member¬
ship of the Interstate commerce com¬
mittee being seventeen, and the bill
having been ordered reported to the
Senate by a vote of 4 to 3.
"Liess than a fourth of the entire

membership of the committee made
the report," remarked Senator
Brandegee of Connecticut.
Chairman Smith was indignant that

the committee's action should be at¬
tacked, Insisting It had acted in good
faith and in accordance with th«
practice of the Senate committees.
Notwithstanding Senator Smith'a

protests, Senator Hitchcock of Ne¬
braska. who was in the chair, ruled
that the action of the committee
was clearly in violation of the Sen¬
ate rule and the resolution was sent
back to the committee.
Senator Smith threatened to anneal

from the decision of the chair hut
thought better of It and allowed the
resolution to be sent back withooaJ
further protest. "^-*1
Those voting in committee for the

motion of Senator Lewis to report the
bill immediately were himself and
Senators Smith of South Carolina
Saulsbury and Underwood. Those vot¬
ing against it were Senators Pome¬
rene, Myers and Kellogg.

y
Prohibitionists See Trick.

The prohlbitionsts In the 8enate in¬
sisted that the action of the commit¬
tee in hastening the resolution into
the Senate was planned to aldetraolc
the war-time prohibition measure now
the unfinished business of the Senate;
The administration ie said to be

strongly opposed to war-time prohibi¬
tion at this juncture, as proposed la
the food production bill, now the un¬
finished businees. It is expected te
put its shoulder to the wheel in order
to get the wire resolution reported to
the Senate for early consideration, not
only because It favors that meaaure*-
but also to sidetrack the war-time
prohibition bill. If the wire resolution
is reported It will undoubtedly bo
given the right of way and the pro*
hibition measure will be laid asids.
But the prohibitionists Insist that the-
bill must eoxne to a rote and there
need be no expectation of a recess
Bow while tt la hot aot*4-4fro% ^


